[Recurrent miscarriage turns out to be lung cancer].
If a positive pregnancy test is followed by profuse vaginal bleeding, the diagnosis of miscarriage can generally be made. Sometimes, however, elevated hCG levels may be associated with a phantom pregnancy, which may be a paraneoplastic symptom. A 27-year-old woman was referred for a diagnosis after having experienced 3 consecutive miscarriages. The diagnostic workup could not identify an underlying cause. After 3 more biochemical miscarriages, the original diagnosis was called into question and extensive testing for ectopic hCG production was performed. It appeared that the false pregnancies were paraneoplastic symptoms of an hCG-producing non-small cell lung cancer. After a lobectomy, the hCG levels returned to normal and a spontaneous pregnancy and uncomplicated delivery followed. Phantom pregnancy as a paraneoplastic symptom is extremely rare, but should be considered in patients presenting with recurrent, non-objectifiable miscarriages. Careful documentation of the menstrual cycle is necessary for early detection of the condition. The fact is that vaginal bleeding after a positive pregnancy test can still be a normal menstruation.